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by the European project Multihemp. FP™

Grassi G. and McPartland J.M. (2017) in Chandra, Lata and ElSohly (eds.) “Cannabis sativa L. - Botany and biotechnology” Springer
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A traditional crop for c iy eIGIRARGH g

o Food and supplements to maintain &
support healthy diet, locally produced.

o [ero-carbon raw materials for future
environmentally-responsible societies.

o Whole plant usable = viahle cash-crop
for European farmers and processors
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What is hemp?

HEMP (MALE). - : S

HEMP (FEMALE).

The Illlustrated London News, December 14th, 1850.
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United Nations Bulletin on Nacotics (1950) Issue 4 - 002



Marijuana | Hemp
i
i

Indian hemp * Industrial hemp

“Cannabis industry” | Industrial cannabis

Cannabis | Cannabis
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United Nations Bulletin on Nacotics (1950) Issue 4 - 002

No chemical, systematic, phylogenetic or
batanical difference between Cannabis
plants suitable for “hemp” (NPP) and

Cannabis plants with psychoactivity-
related purposes (WPP).

Differences depend only partly of
genetic factors, but essentially of soil,
climate, and methods of cultivation.
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What is hemp?

TRICHOMES

FEMALE FLOWERS

Leafly.com, Cannabis plant anatomy.



Hemp: an approach from the perspective of international law. | =l fieieiiiia e s ielfing RS Siainpiel dinie | @laarsiee Slin A0k ie

What is hemp?

Clarke, R.C. (1981). Marijuana Botany: An Advanced Study.
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What is hemp?

HEMP (FEMALE).

The Illlustrated London News, December 14th, 1850.
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WPP crops NPP crops
(cultivated for the (cultivated for the
purpose of obtaining purpose of obtaining
psychoactive products) “hemp” products)
Y X

A°-THC

thresholds hX 1—912)(7ercnpted from
(varying by countries. tne 1361 Convention.
Curi/enflyj(;. 2% in i Xz Y - Licence required

Lithuania and the rest of under the 1961 Convention.
EU countries, 0.3% in ¥ - Licence required (or not)

USA, 1% in Switzerland) depending on interpretations.
Z - Cultivation allowed in the European Union.
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WPP crops NPP crops

Drug Drug-type or fiber-type
type depending on cultivation
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This is why it is useful to consider the
purpose and techniques of production,
as well as the resulting product and its

composition - in addition to
considering “resin” or “fibre” types.

f f&"@

,.;gg Hence, the use of: NPP
s SR (Non-Psychoactivity-related Purposes)
vs WPP (With Psychoactivity-related

Purposes)
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F.U. pol

Currently in force in Lithuania.
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EU crops

Since the 1990’s, for matters of convenience within the single market, the
European Union has harmonized policies on the cultivation of NPP Cannabis.

EU’s is a historical landmark policy switch which provided legal security,
thus helping the continental-wide re-birth of the “hemp sector”

The EU proposed a way-forward policy based on two criteria to distinguish
and exempt “hemp” crops from drug control laws:

Genetic+Analytic



EU crops policy:
Lombined

Genetic-Analytic
approach.




EU crops policy:
Lombined

Genetic-Analytic
approach.
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EU hemp products

“novel food' means any food that was not used for human consumption to a
Signiﬁcant degree within the Union before 15 May 1997." articte 3, Novel Food Regulation 2015/2283

Despite numerous historic evidence of the use of hemp food throughout Europe
- including with cannabinoid content (particularly CBD) - a new wording of the
Novel Food Catalogue was introduced in January 2019:

Cannabis sativa L. seeds and their derivatives
Cannabis sativa L. leaves and infructescences
new item “Cannabinoids”
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26 (xxvj) Se vuoi tortelli con fiori
‘taly di canapaccia.

Togli questi fiori di canapaccia senza foglie¢ e cuocili
colla pancia del porco. Quando ella é presso che cotta
(metti) a bollire 1i fiori e (quando) la carne e cotta, batti
ciascuno per se. Togli finissimo cascio, altrettanto quanto
¢ la carne, e fine spezie e fa tortelli.
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closer

Podczas glodu, ktérego doznali zarowno mieszkancy polskich wiosek sybe-
ryjskich, jak 1 uzytkownicy pélnocno-wschodniej polszczyzny kresowej, jadlo
si¢ rozne trawy. Z tych ,,jadalnych” traw mieszkancy Widz wymieniajg osofte, li-
tuanizm v iksve ‘turzyca’, poksyve ‘pokrzywa’, konop’i ‘konopie’, §n itke (por.
CH1'TKa, cHbI'TKa: CHITKa — JIammiartasi TpaBa, CBIHSM, KapoBaM 1 camMsl CHIMKY
gapuelni... (kursywa tu 1 dalej — N.A.); xamice 1 cHimky eapwini i eni [SBH 4,
1984, s. 514] mrH1'TKa: [[IHimKy eni Y eaiiny. ﬂm‘Hk’u wiHimky eapwini: 11IH1TKA —

Ananiewa N. 2017. Nazwy potraw w polskich gwarach na Litwie, Biatorusi i Syberii wobec przemian
cywilizacyjnych. Rozprawy Komisji Jezykowej £TN, t. LXIV, 8.

During the famine suffered by both the inhabitants of Polish Siberian villages, as
well as users of the north- eastern Polish borderland ate different grasses. From

All sources of this section are from European Industrial Hemp Association - eiha.org/media/2019/03/19-03-12_PAFF_WG_EIHA_Final_small.pdf
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EUROPAISCHE KOMMISSION
GENERALDIREKTION 14

E— EU novel food

Brissel, den
DG IVEL ARk DYS)

BUCH:  Thre e bstghch Plammstt v Connebs s Contradicts the decision of the Standing

e Committee on Food dated 18th December 1997
LAY S R L2 which stated that “foods which contain parts
R e s of the hemp plant do not fall under

e 0 | Regulation (EC) No. 258/97 on Novel Food
and Novel Food Ingredients."

Sehr geehrter Herr Dupetit,

{
o
[ E.Gacmer

g\bmlungslmcr

Source: EC letter to Mr Dupetit, 3rd March 1998, via EIHA.org
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If Viember States enforce the NF regulations.




Hemp: an approach from the perspective of international law.

EU hemp products

TRADITIONAL FOQD

Considered as
ingredients for
food and food

supplements.

Backed by
evidence of use
prior to 1997.

NOVEL FOQD

Not backed by
historic evidence.
Considered novel

food ingredient.

Isolated / refined

Need a
case-by-case
authorization to
be used in foods
within the EU
market.

cannabinoids
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1961 Treaty

Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961,
as amended by the 1972 Protocol
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Single Convention

Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961,
as amended by the 1972 Protocol
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UNODC

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

The International Drug
Control Conventions

Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961
as amended by the 1972 Protocol

Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971

United Nations Convention against lllicit Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances of 1988

with final acts and resolutions

N
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&

UNITED NATIONS

PL‘(
(\

COMMENTARY
on the

SINGLE CONVENTION
ON NARCOTIC DRUGS,
1961

(Prepared by the Secretary-General
in accordance with paragraph I of Economic
and Social Council resolution 914 D (XXXIV)
of 3 August 1962)

UNITED NATIONS

E/CN.7/588 pod

COMMENTARY
on the
PROTOCOL AMENDING
the

SINGLE CONVENTION
on

NARCOTIC DRUGS,
1961

Done at Geneva on 25 March 1972

UNITED NATIONS
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ignores THC & (BD

CBD was identified in the first half of the XX™ Century. Their lack of potential for
abuse never brought the attention of international policymakers.

The scientific community agreed on the recognition of THC as the main active
compound in 1965. The Treaty had already been adopted four years earlier in
1961, and entered into force one year earlier in 1964.

As such, international law does not contemplates any limit or % of THC.

CBD and THC are not listed as “drugs,” only Cannabis fruits and resin are.



Lumulative Exemptions By
Purpose for NPP Cannabis
cultivation and Hemp products



[omprehenswe Cultivation
exemptions of

NPP Cannabis
from Treaty
controls =




[omprehenswe Fibres & seeds
exemptions of

NPP Cannabis
from Treaty
controls =




[omprehenswe Flowers & fruits
exemptions of

NPP Cannabis
from Treaty
controls =
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cumulative

The exemption from the scope of the Treaty, in the case of cultivation in
non-medical and non-scientific context (Art. 28(2)) give total freedom to State
Parties to regulate the cultivation of NPP Cannabis plants (hemp)

The exemptions conveyed by Art. 1(b) and 2(9) allow for the use of all botanical
parts harvested from these crops, for any use that is not related to the
pharmaceutical sector.
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CBD & the Convention:
the verdict of WHO
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Mandate

Article 3(3)iii of the Single Convention

Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961, mandates World Health Organization
as amended by the 1972 Protocol amending the .
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, 1961 (WHO) as the Only authorlty able to
P determine the status of a substance
CHANGES IN THE SCOPE OF CONTROL under the international drug control

system, based on a scientific
assessment.
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Mandate

The WHO choses renowned scientists
from around the globe among its panel
of experts, which convene to review
substances in a two-step process.

For CBD, the first step took place in
June, and the second step in November
2018.

Guidelines for the WHO
review of dependence-
producing psychoactive
substances for
international control

Reprinted from document EB105/2000/REC/1, ANNEX 9, with appendices

World Health Organization
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1. Pure (BD

Cannabidiol (CBD)

The Committee recommended that preparations considered to be pure CBD should not be
scheduled within the International Drug Control Conventions.

WHO Expert Committee WHO 40th Expert Committee on Drug Dependence, June 2018
on Drug Dependence

There is no evidence that CBD as a substance is liable to similar abuse and similar ill-effects as
substances in the 1961 or 1971 Conventions such as cannabis or THC, respectively.

The Committee recommended that preparations considered to be pure CBD should not be
scheduled.

WHO 40th Expert Committee on Drug Dependence, June 2018
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Cannabidiol preparations
* To give effect to the recommendation of the fortieth meeting of the ECDD that

preparations considered to be pure cannabidiol (CBD) should not be scheduled

’ within the International Drug Control Conventions by adding a footnote to the

WHO Expert Committee ; B .. ; .
on Drug Dependence entry for cannabis and cannabis resin in Schedule I of the Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs (1961) to read “Preparations containing predominantly
cannabidiol and not more than 0,2 percent of delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol are not
under international control”

WHO 41st Expert Committee on Drug Dependence, November 2018
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Answers of WHO to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs

o o
as contained in the document prepared by the
Secretariat to the Governing Bodies of the UNODC, on
9th September 2019.

“Cannabidiol shows no potential for abuse or dependence and any ill-effects are minimal. It is
no similar to any other substance controlled under the 1961 Convention. CED does have effects
on the brain, but like many other substances with such effects, it is not considered psychoactive as it
has no significant effects on mental state. [...] When produced from the plant [...] CBD preparations
will contain trace amount of THC as well as other cannabinoids and non-cannabinoid plant
substances. [...] most of the preparation should be CBD, and no more than 0.2% THC (by weight). The
word predominantly was used to describe the proportion of CBD and this was intended to mean that
almost all of the content was CBD. The Committee considered that the percentage of CBD to be
used in practice could be left to individual Member States in consultation with INCB. The value of
0.2% for THC was specified as WHO had requests from Member States to indicate what maximum
percentage was considered appropriate [...] The Committee was aware that CBD products, such as
foods, are being sold in many countries. While CBD does not satisfy the criteria for control under the
1961 Convention, Member States can regulate its availability using their own national

legislation. There are no implications for the control of cannabis plants or hemp plants arising
from this recommendation.”
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International law is simplified and made
considerably clearer.

Sovereignty of Member States is preserved
through flexibility of criteria.

Impact at the national level? Only if a country
wants so.

Memo: http://bit.do/who-cnd

Changes in the scope of international control
of medical Cannabis and cannabinoids.

CND UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS

g | ion on Narcotic Drugs | June 24 019
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